Ninth Annual WiredKids Summit Honors Microsoft with Four Awards
WASHINGTON, March 3, 2009 -- WiredKids and WiredSafety.org honored Microsoft Corp. with four awards at the Ninth Annual WiredKids Summit in Washington, D.C. Microsoft was honored for Industry Leadership in Cybersafety, Best of the Web, Safe Gaming and WiredSafety’s Technology Excellence Award.
The WiredKids Summit is held each year by WiredSafety’s expert Tweenangels and Teenangels. Teenangels are a group of thirteen- to eighteen-year-old volunteers that have been specially trained in all aspects of online safety, privacy and security. After completion of the required training, the Teenangels run unique programs in schools to spread the word about responsible and safer Internet surfing to other teens and younger kids, parents, and teachers.  Xbox 360 video game system was the subject of several research projects this year. The Teenangels learned that when parents gamed together, their children were safer across the board, even when surfing, social networking or gaming alone. They also learned that teen Xbox users frequently used privacy settings on their own, even when parents were not aware they existed. But the biggest theme running through all research data was “don’t ask and your kids won’t tell!” Most teens and preteens did not hide what they were doing, they just did not offer that information. So what does that tell us? Parents need to ask and ask over and over again. 

Two Teenangels will serve on the judging panel for the Xbox 360 safer gaming video initiative, where families create videos about balanced, safe and appropriate video gaming. After reviewing the safety resources for Xbox, they concluded that they were doing an exceptional job in providing tools, education and deploying best practices.

Every year at the WiredKids Summit, after sharing their new research data from their peer surveys, the Teenangels and Tweenangels give awards to their favorite Web sites and to people whom they recognize as having made the Internet safer.  

Microsoft was presented with awards in four categories:

· Industry Leadership in Cybersafety Award presented to Jacqueline Beauchere, Director, Trustworthy Computing at Microsoft for worldwide leadership in promoting cyber safety, cyber security and cyber ethics.

· Best of the Web Award presented to Xbox.com, an award for youth-focused Internet sites that offer fun and entertainment for kids in a safer environment. They are nominated by thousands of young people, approved by moms and vetted by cyberlawyer, Parry Aftab.
· WiredSafety’s Safe Gaming Award presented to Xbox for its Family Settings tools and qualified handling of abuse reporting and risks management, as well as its specific privacy settings and educational initiatives, such as GetGameSmart.com.

· Excellence in Technology Solutions Award presented to Microsoft for its new technology to address the mission of the U.S. Attorneys General and the Internet Safety Technical Task Force (ISTTF).
"Since the beginning of the Internet age, Microsoft has been a leader in creating technologies and offering guidance to help provide kids a safer and more enriching experience online,” said Parry Aftab, cyberlawyer and Executive Director of WiredSafety.org, the world's largest online safety and help group.  “It’s unprecedented that any one company be given four awards, which recognizes the many efforts across Microsoft to partner with industry, government, non-profits, and parents to work to make the Internet a better and safer place for kids and a leader for families online.”
"We're honored to be recognized for our long-standing commitment to providing a safer and more secure Internet experience for children and individuals of all ages," said Jacqueline Beauchere, Director, Trustworthy Computing at Microsoft. "Microsoft will continue to make the online safety of children and adults a top priority across our company and our products, and to partner with important organizations like WiredSafety.”
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